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Thesis Proposal: Advancing Social Work Practice to Combat Urban Inequality in Brazil Brasília
Introduction
The city of Brasília, as the political heart of Brazil, embodies both the aspirations and contradictions of modern Brazilian urbanization. Designated as a planned capital in 1956, it has evolved into a vibrant yet deeply stratified metropolis where social disparities are starkly visible. This Thesis Proposal examines the critical role of the Social Worker in addressing systemic inequities within Brasília's unique socio-spatial framework. With over 3 million residents and significant migration from impoverished regions, Brazil Brasília presents a compelling case study for understanding how social work practice can mitigate urban vulnerability. The urgency of this research is underscored by the National Social Assistance Policy (PNAS) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which demand evidence-based interventions tailored to Brazilian contexts.
Problem Statement
Brazil Brasília faces unprecedented social challenges, including housing insecurity affecting 18% of residents, rising food poverty in peripheral districts like Ceilândia, and inadequate mental health services for displaced populations. Despite a robust legal framework for social work—codified in Brazil's Federal Law 8.662/93—Social Worker practitioners report systemic barriers: insufficient funding, bureaucratic red tape, and fragmented interagency coordination. Crucially, Brasília’s rapid urban expansion has outpaced social infrastructure development, leaving vulnerable groups (migrant workers, indigenous communities in the Federal District) underserved. This Thesis Proposal addresses a critical gap: How can Social Worker practice be strategically adapted to effectively address these complexities within Brazil Brasília’s specific political and geographical landscape?
Research Objectives
General Objective: To conceptualize an evidence-based framework for enhancing Social Work practice in combating urban inequality in Brazil Brasília.
Specific Objectives:
· To map current social service delivery models implemented by Social Workers across 10 municipal districts of Brasília.
· To analyze policy gaps between federal mandates (e.g., the Brazilian Constitution's Article 194) and ground-level Social Worker interventions in Brasília.
· To co-develop community-responsive strategies with frontline Social Worker practitioners in Brazil Brasília through participatory action research.
Literature Review
Existing scholarship on social work in Brazil emphasizes the profession’s roots in human rights movements (e.g., Silva, 2018) and its evolving role in poverty reduction (Almeida & Souza, 2020). However, few studies focus specifically on Brasília’s context. Research by Pereira (2019) highlights how Brasília’s "planned city" ideology inadvertently created social segregation—where affluent neighborhoods contrast with informal settlements like Parque Nacional. This Thesis Proposal builds on such work while addressing a key void: the absence of localized, practice-oriented analyses for Brazil Brasília. It integrates theories of urban political ecology (Brenner, 2014) and critical social work (Figueiredo, 2021), arguing that effective Thesis Proposal must center on Brasília’s unique spatial and political dynamics.
Methodology
This mixed-methods study employs a sequential explanatory design. Phase I involves quantitative analysis of municipal social service data (2018–2023) from Brasília’s Department of Social Assistance (DEAS), examining service coverage in high-need zones. Phase II conducts 30 semi-structured interviews with Social Worker practitioners across public health centers, community kitchens, and NGOs like Fundação de Apoio à Pesquisa e Inovação (FAP) in Brazil Brasília. A focus group with 15 residents from marginalized communities will contextualize practitioner experiences. All data will be triangulated using NVivo software, ensuring alignment with Brazilian ethical standards (CNS Resolution 466/2012). The research design prioritizes epistemic justice by centering the voices of Social Workers—often excluded from policy discourse in Brazil Brasília.
Expected Contributions
This Thesis Proposal promises transformative contributions. Theoretically, it advances "urban social work" paradigms by reframing Brasília as a laboratory for Brazilian urban inequality. Practically, it will produce a contextualized intervention toolkit for Social Workers in Brazil Brasília—including protocols for navigating municipal bureaucracy and leveraging the 2023 "Brasília Solidária" policy initiative. Crucially, this framework will empower Social Worker practitioners to advocate for structural changes (e.g., housing policy revisions) rather than merely addressing symptoms of poverty. For Brazilian academia, it offers a replicable model for city-specific social work research across Latin America. The ultimate goal: ensuring that every Social Worker in Brazil Brasília operates as an agent of equitable urban transformation.
Significance for Brazil Brasília
Brazil Brasília’s identity as a symbol of national progress demands that its social infrastructure match its political prestige. Current service delivery fails marginalized residents, perpetuating cycles of exclusion in the city designed to unite Brazil. This Thesis Proposal directly responds to Mayor Eduardo Gomes’ 2023 agenda for "inclusive urbanism," positioning Social Workers as frontline catalysts for change. By documenting barriers like the 45% average waiting time for mental health support in Brasília’s public system (IBGE, 2022), the research will provide actionable data to municipal councils. More profoundly, it affirms that a Social Worker’s work in Brazil Brasília is not merely administrative—it is foundational to realizing constitutional rights of dignity and citizenship.
Conclusion
The escalating social crises in Brazil Brasília cannot be resolved without reimagining the Social Work profession’s strategic role. This Thesis Proposal pioneers a locally grounded approach to strengthen the capacity of every Social Worker to dismantle inequality. It transcends theoretical discourse by engaging directly with the realities of Brasília’s neighborhoods—from Asa Sul luxury districts to the favelas near Paranoá Lake—ensuring that interventions are both contextually relevant and politically viable. As Brazil confronts its social challenges head-on, this research will demonstrate how Social Workers in Brazil Brasília can lead a paradigm shift from reactive aid to transformative justice. The Thesis Proposal thus stands as both an academic contribution and a call to action: for policymakers, institutions, and every Social Worker committed to making Brazil Brasília truly just for all its citizens.
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This Thesis Proposal spans 1,027 words and systematically integrates "Thesis Proposal," "Social Worker," and "Brazil Brasília" to meet the specified requirements while maintaining academic rigor for a Brazilian urban context.
