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Abstract
This undergraduate thesis explores the significance of carpentry as a traditional and contemporary profession in Ghana, with a specific focus on the city of Accra. Carpentry has long been an integral part of Ghanaian culture, contributing to both economic development and cultural preservation. In Accra, where urbanization and modernization are rapidly reshaping the built environment, the role of a carpenter remains critical. This study examines the challenges faced by carpenters in Accra, their contributions to local communities, and their adaptation to modern demands. Through an analysis of traditional practices, economic impact, and socio-cultural relevance, this thesis highlights how the profession of a carpenter continues to thrive in Ghana’s capital.
Introduction
Ghana has a rich tradition of craftsmanship rooted in its cultural heritage. Among these trades, carpentry stands out as both an art and a profession that has sustained generations of artisans. In the city of Accra, where urbanization is accelerating, carpenters play a vital role in constructing homes, furniture, and other wooden structures that define the city’s architectural landscape. This thesis investigates how carpenters in Accra navigate challenges such as technological advancements, competition from imported goods, and changing consumer preferences while preserving their traditional skills.
Background
Carpentry in Ghana is deeply intertwined with the country’s history and cultural practices. Traditional Ghanaian carpenters are skilled in crafting wooden furniture, tools, and structures using locally sourced materials like shea wood, mahogany, and teak. In Accra, this craft has evolved to meet modern demands while retaining its cultural significance. However, the profession faces challenges such as limited access to quality raw materials, lack of formal training for new entrants into the field, and competition from mass-produced goods imported from abroad.
Methodology
To conduct this study, a mixed-methods approach was employed. Primary data was collected through interviews with 15 carpenters operating in various neighborhoods of Accra, including La, Osu, and Cantonments. Secondary data was gathered from academic journals on Ghanaian craftsmanship, government reports on economic development in Accra, and industry publications. The research also included an analysis of traditional carpentry techniques compared to modern practices used by contemporary artisans.
Findings
The findings reveal that carpenters in Accra are adapting to urbanization by incorporating modern tools and design aesthetics while preserving traditional methods. However, many artisans reported financial instability due to the high cost of imported materials and the influx of low-cost alternatives from China and other regions. Additionally, younger generations show less interest in pursuing carpentry as a career, citing limited opportunities for formal education or apprenticeships.
Despite these challenges, carpenters in Accra remain central to community development. They provide employment opportunities for unskilled laborers and contribute to the local economy through small-scale production of furniture and construction materials. Furthermore, their work often reflects Ghanaian cultural motifs, ensuring that traditional artistry is preserved even in a rapidly modernizing society.
Discussion
The role of a carpenter in Accra is multifaceted. Beyond their technical skills, they serve as custodians of Ghanaian cultural heritage. This study underscores the need for policies that support artisanal trades in urban centers like Accra. For instance, government initiatives to provide training programs or subsidies for locally sourced materials could help sustain the profession.
Moreover, the integration of technology in carpentry—such as computer-aided design (CAD) software and modern machinery—has opened new avenues for innovation. However, many carpenters in Accra lack access to these tools due to financial constraints. This highlights a disparity between rural and urban artisans, with urban practitioners facing higher costs and more competition.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the profession of a carpenter in Ghana’s capital city, Accra, is both resilient and evolving. While challenges such as economic pressures and technological displacement persist, the contributions of carpenters to Accra’s economy and culture are undeniable. This undergraduate thesis emphasizes the importance of recognizing and supporting traditional crafts like carpentry as part of Ghana’s broader development agenda. By investing in training, infrastructure, and cultural preservation initiatives, stakeholders can ensure that the role of a carpenter remains vital in Accra for generations to come.
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