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Undergraduate Thesis: The Role and Evolution of Journalists in Chile Santiago
Abstract:
This Undergraduate Thesis explores the dynamic role of journalists in the context of Chile, with a specific focus on Santiago, the nation’s capital and cultural epicenter. By analyzing historical trends, contemporary challenges, and future opportunities for journalists in Santiago, this document aims to highlight how journalism functions as both a pillar of democracy and a mirror to societal change. The study also examines the educational frameworks shaping aspiring journalists in Chilean universities and their readiness to address modern media landscapes.
Introduction
Santiago, Chile’s largest city, serves as the heart of national journalism, housing major news organizations such as El Mercurio, La Tercera, and public broadcasters like TVN. The role of a journalist in this environment is multifaceted: they are not only information gatherers but also ethical custodians of truth in a society marked by political polarization and rapid digital transformation. This thesis investigates how Chilean journalists navigate these complexities while upholding the profession’s integrity.
Historical Context of Journalism in Chile Santiago
Journalism in Santiago has evolved alongside Chile’s socio-political history. The 19th-century liberal reforms saw the emergence of newspapers as tools for public discourse, while the Pinochet era (1973–1990) imposed severe restrictions on press freedom, with Santiago-based journalists facing censorship and exile. Post-dictatorship democratization in the 1990s revitalized media independence, positioning Santiago as a hub for investigative journalism in Latin America.
Contemporary Challenges for Journalists in Chile Santiago
Modern journalists in Santiago confront a unique set of challenges. The rise of digital platforms has disrupted traditional revenue models, forcing news outlets to rely on online subscriptions or ad-based content. Additionally, misinformation campaigns and political polarization have created an environment where facts are often contested. Journalists must also navigate ethical dilemmas, such as reporting on sensitive issues like the 2019 protests or human rights abuses while avoiding self-censorship.
Educational Frameworks for Aspiring Journalists in Chile Santiago
Chile’s higher education system offers robust programs to train future journalists. Universities such as Universidad de Chile, Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile, and Universidad Adolfo Ibáñez provide degrees that combine media theory with practical training in multimedia storytelling. These institutions emphasize skills like data analysis, ethics, and cross-platform reporting—crucial for a journalist operating in Santiago’s fast-paced media environment.
The Role of Journalists as Democratic Guardians
In Chile Santiago, journalists act as intermediaries between the public and power structures. Their work is vital during elections, policy debates, and social movements. For example, investigative reporting on corruption scandals or labor rights violations in Santiago often sparks national conversations. However, threats to press freedom persist: according to Reporters Without Borders’ 2023 rankings, Chile ranks below countries like Canada and Germany in media freedom indices.
Case Studies: Journalistic Impact in Santiago
Two notable examples illustrate the influence of journalists in Santiago. First, the 2019 coverage of student-led protests against education inequality highlighted how journalists amplified marginalized voices. Second, the role of digital-native outlets like El Mostrador in providing real-time updates during natural disasters demonstrates adaptability to technological shifts.
FUTURE TRENDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
The future of journalism in Santiago is shaped by AI-driven content creation, virtual reality reporting, and the need for multimedia skills. Undergraduate students must now learn to produce podcasts, data visualizations, and interactive stories—skills that align with global media trends. Moreover, the rise of citizen journalism via social media platforms like Twitter and Instagram offers both opportunities and challenges for professional journalists.
Conclusion
This Undergraduate Thesis underscores the critical role of journalists in Santiago, Chile, as both chroniclers of history and architects of public dialogue. As the city continues to evolve as a media hub, the profession must adapt to technological advancements while preserving its ethical foundations. For aspiring journalists in Chile Santiago, this study serves as a call to action: embrace innovation, uphold truth-seeking principles, and remain vigilant against threats to press freedom.
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