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Abstract
This undergraduate thesis explores the evolving role of journalists in Rome, Italy, a city that serves as both the political and cultural heart of the nation. Through an analysis of historical context, contemporary practices, and emerging challenges in media ethics and digital transformation, this work examines how journalists in Rome contribute to democratic discourse while navigating unique local dynamics. The study emphasizes the importance of journalistic integrity in safeguarding public interest within Italy’s complex socio-political landscape.
Introduction
Rome, as the capital of Italy, holds a distinct position in national and international media narratives. Its historical significance, political institutions (such as the Italian Parliament and the Vatican), and vibrant cultural scene create a unique environment for journalism. This thesis investigates how journalists operating in Rome intersect with these elements to shape public opinion, report on governance, and document societal changes. The central question guiding this research is: How does the journalist’s role in Rome reflect both national media trends and the city’s singular socio-political identity?
Historical Evolution of Journalism in Rome
The roots of journalism in Rome stretch back to ancient times, when Roman writers like Cicero and Pliny the Younger documented political and civic matters. However, modern journalism as a profession emerged during the 19th century with the rise of newspapers such as Il Giornale di Roma, which became a cornerstone of public discourse. The unification of Italy in 1861 further cemented Rome’s role as a hub for political reporting, with journalists playing pivotal roles in shaping national identity.
In the 20th century, Rome witnessed the proliferation of broadcast media, including radio and television stations like Raiuno and Canale 5. These platforms amplified the city’s influence as a center for both news production and consumption. The digital age has since introduced new challenges, such as the rise of social media-driven journalism and declining trust in traditional media.
The Journalist’s Role in Contemporary Rome
Today, journalists in Rome are tasked with covering a wide array of topics, from politics and religion (given the Vatican’s proximity) to urban development and cultural heritage. Key institutions such as the Italian Parliament, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and international diplomatic missions in Rome provide abundant material for investigative reporting. Additionally, Rome’s role as a tourist destination necessitates coverage of issues like gentrification, sustainability efforts (e.g., car-free zones), and the preservation of ancient landmarks.
Journalists in Rome also face unique ethical dilemmas. For instance, reporting on the Vatican requires sensitivity to religious norms while maintaining journalistic independence. Similarly, covering political corruption cases involving high-profile figures (such as former Prime Ministers) demands rigor to avoid bias or misinformation.
Challenges Facing Journalists in Rome
The profession of journalism in Italy, and by extension Rome, is not without obstacles. Recent years have seen debates over press freedom, with critics arguing that political polarization and economic pressures threaten independent reporting. The 2023 Italian government’s proposed media regulations sparked controversy among journalists, who feared increased censorship under the guise of “fighting misinformation.”
Digital transformation has also altered the landscape. Traditional print media outlets have seen declining revenues, pushing many journalists to rely on online platforms or freelance work. While this shift offers greater flexibility, it raises concerns about job security and editorial standards. Moreover, the spread of fake news and disinformation through social media complicates a journalist’s ability to disseminate accurate information effectively.
Case Study: Investigative Journalism in Rome
To illustrate the challenges and triumphs of Roman journalists, this thesis highlights the work of La Repubblica, a major Italian newspaper headquartered in Rome. The outlet’s investigative reports on corruption scandals involving public officials and construction projects (e.g., the “Bribegate” scandal in 2018) underscore the critical role of journalism in holding power accountable. However, such investigations often attract backlash from political entities, demonstrating the risks journalists face when pursuing transparency.
Conclusion
The journalist’s role in Rome remains indispensable to Italy’s democratic framework. As a city where ancient history meets modern governance, Roman journalists navigate a complex interplay of cultural heritage, political influence, and technological change. This thesis argues that supporting press freedom and investing in journalistic education are vital to preserving the integrity of media in Rome—and by extension, across Italy. Future research could explore the impact of AI on news production or compare Rome’s media ecosystem with other European capitals.
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Note: This Undergraduate Thesis is tailored to the context of Italy Rome, emphasizing how local dynamics shape the profession of Journalist within a national and global framework.
