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Undergraduate Thesis: The Role of Politicians in Urban Governance - A Case Study of Germany, Frankfurt
Abstract
This undergraduate thesis explores the multifaceted role of politicians in shaping urban governance, with a focused analysis on Germany’s financial and cultural capital, Frankfurt. By examining key political figures and policies in Frankfurt, this study highlights the interplay between local leadership and national political frameworks. The research emphasizes how politicians in Frankfurt navigate challenges such as economic development, sustainability initiatives, and social equity within the context of Germany’s federal structure. This analysis is crucial for understanding contemporary urban politics in a globalized world.
Introduction
An undergraduate thesis on politicians requires a critical examination of their influence on public policy and societal outcomes. In Germany, where political systems are deeply rooted in democracy and federalism, the role of local politicians is pivotal. Frankfurt, as one of Germany’s most significant cities, provides a unique lens to study this dynamic. This thesis investigates how Frankfurt’s politicians contribute to urban governance while adhering to national laws and international standards.
Theoretical Framework
The study draws on political theories such as democratic governance, federalism, and urban sociology. In Germany, the federal system decentralizes power, allowing local politicians like those in Frankfurt to implement policies tailored to their city’s needs. For instance, Frankfurt’s politicians are tasked with addressing challenges like housing shortages and climate change while aligning with national priorities set by the Bundestag.
Methodology
This thesis employs a qualitative research approach, analyzing political discourse, policy documents, and public statements from Frankfurt’s politicians. Data was collected through secondary sources, including academic journals, government reports, and media coverage of key political figures in Frankfurt. The analysis focuses on identifying patterns in how politicians frame issues such as economic growth versus environmental sustainability.
Case Study: Politicians in Frankfurt
Frankfurt’s political landscape is shaped by leaders like Peter Feldmann, the former Lord Mayor, whose policies emphasized infrastructure development and financial services. Recent politicians have prioritized sustainability, such as the push for renewable energy and green urban planning. This section explores specific initiatives led by Frankfurt’s politicians:
· Economic Policy: Frankfurt’s politicians leverage its status as a global banking hub to attract investment while ensuring fair labor practices.
· Sustainability Efforts: Initiatives like the "Frankfurt 2050" climate plan, driven by local politicians, aim to reduce carbon emissions and promote green mobility.
· Social Equity: Politicians in Frankfurt have addressed housing affordability through policies like rent control and social housing projects.
Political Dynamics in Germany
In Germany, politicians operate within a parliamentary system that requires collaboration between federal and local governments. Frankfurt’s politicians must navigate party politics (e.g., CDU, SPD) while maintaining public trust. The city’s role as a political hub also involves hosting major national events, such as the European Central Bank’s headquarters in Frankfurt.
Challenges and Criticisms
Critics argue that Frankfurt’s politicians sometimes prioritize economic interests over social welfare, leading to disparities in public services. Additionally, the complexity of Germany’s political system can hinder swift decision-making on urgent local issues. This section evaluates how these challenges impact the effectiveness of Frankfurt’s political leaders.
Conclusion
This undergraduate thesis underscores the critical role of politicians in shaping Frankfurt’s urban governance within Germany’s federal framework. By analyzing their policies on economic growth, sustainability, and social equity, this study highlights both the achievements and limitations of local leadership. As Frankfurt continues to evolve as a global city, the actions of its politicians will remain central to addressing contemporary challenges.
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